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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.lin.Excerpt: . . . as would guarantee immediate profitable results from their
efforts. Of this latter class they were afraid, as evidence of their kind having been there and tried, failed and
gone their way, was at every hand visible, and they did not care to be held to blame for their disappointment.
So they finally decided to write a letter to the editor of their little home paper, that it might be published, a letter
setting forth bare facts. Conditions as they existed, without embellishment, the good and the evil alike, and let
those who might read choose for themselves. The preparation of this letter was a source of both worry and
amusement to Travis Gully and his wife, and required several nights for its completion. Worry that in their
enthusiasm and optimism they might make it too favorable in its tone, that they Pg 125 might infuse into it too
much of their individual hopes and aspirations of which they had dreamed until they had become almost a
reality. And again they would burst into hearty laughter at the recounting of some of their experiences, never
realizing that these little incidents must be lived through to be appreciated. When the letter was written, and
after having been read and altered and rewritten a number of times, it was finally pronounced satisfactory and
sealed, ready for mailing. Nearly a week elapsed before an opportunity to send the important packet to the post
office came, and then only by the merest chance. The news of the activities of the Government surveyors in the
region the summer before had been spread broadcast throughout the East, and unscrupulous land boomers
had announced that...
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