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illustrated. 1839 Excerpt: . .. adds that in fact he died from treason, and the disgraceful truth was suppressed by
the influence of his successors. And finally Orosius, in the fifth century, states broadly and briefly that he died
from poison administered by an attendant, without so much as hinting that any different belief had ever even
partially obtained4. But it is remarkable 3 Plutarch, Fit. Alex. loc. cit. Diodorus xvii. 117, Vitruvius viii. 3, Q.
Curtius x. 10, Justin xii. 14, Orosius iii. 20. It is possible that some readers may quote Tacitus (Annal. ii. 73), as
opposing the view we have given in the text of the gradual progression of credulity. But the exception is only
apparent. Tacitus does not give his own view, but merely that of those who chose to draw a parallel between
the circumstances of Germanicuss life and those of Alexander; for which purpose this version of the death of
the latter was necessary, and perhaps to this it owed much of its subsequent popularity. With respect too to the
silence concerning Aristotle, it is to be remarked that the expressions of Pliny, magna Aristotelis infamid
excogitatum, (H. N. xxx. ult. ), if they are genuine, do not imply a belief either on his own part or that of people
in general, that the Philosopher was guilty of abetting Antipater. But they seem more likely to be a marginal
note implying that the story of the poisoning by such water was a figment that had...
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