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An Address; Delivered Before the New York Historical Society, at Its Annual Meeting, Tuesday, January 6th, 1880
It is well for men to reflect upon two or three expressions in the Bible which demonstrate that injustice is not
always to exercise omnipotent sway, and that even the High Song of Odin, in the Edda, was mistaken when it
sang: One thing I know that never dies. The verdict passed upon the dead. Whoever assumed the name of the
Preacher King to present his own opinions in the Apocryphal book, styled the Wisdom of Solomon. uttered a
multitude of truths worthy of the divinely-inspired son of David, but no grander enunciation than the
assurance, Vice [Falsehood] shall not prevail against Wisdom [Truth]; and St. Paul, the greatest human being
who, as a fact and not a fiction, ever trod this little world of man, promised that even to humanity every man s
work shall be made manifest. It is in this interest - Truth - that the address of the evening is delivered. Victor
Hugo, a truly bright, however erratic, mind, has thrown oM, from time to time, sentences which are undoubted
sparks of genius. One of these is his denunciation of the delusive lights of Success. Success, says this great
writer, has a dupe - History! It has another dupe - Public Opinion; and this latter is nowhere blinded by such
obliquity, if not actual opacity, of vision as in this country; preferring gilt to gold, and bestowing the highest
prizes on men, who, in comparison with demigods like Thomas, are of mere clay. The whole of our...
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