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University of Missouri Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Gibson's Last Stand: The Rise, Fall,
and Near Misses of the St. Louis Cardinals, 1969-1975, Doug Feldmann, During star-pitcher Bob Gibson's most
brilliant season, the turbulent summer of 1968, he started thirty-four games and pitched every inning in twenty-
eight of them, shutting out the opponents in almost half of those complete games. After their record-breaking
season, Gibson and his teammates were stunned to lose the 1968 World Series to the Detroit Tigers. For the next
six years, as Bob Gibson struggled to maintain his pitching excellence at the end of his career, changes in
American culture ultimately changed the St. Louis Cardinals and the business and pastime of baseball itself. Set
against the backdrop of American history and popular culture, from the protests of the Vietham War to the
breakup of the Beatles, the story of the Cardinals takes on new meaning as another aspect of the changes
happening at that time. In the late 1960s, exorbitant salaries and free agency was threatening to change
America's game forever and negatively impact the smaller-market teams in Major League Baseball. As the
Cardinals' owner August A. Busch Jr. and manager Albert "Red" Schoendienst attempted to reinvent the team,
restore its cohesiveness, and bring new blood in to propel the team back to contention for the pennant, Gibson
remained the one constant on the team. In looking back on his career, Gibson mourned the end of the Golden
Era of baseball and believed that the changes in the game would be partially blamed on him, as his pitching
success caused team owners to believe that cash-paying customers only wanted base hits and home runs. Yet,
he contended, the shrinking of the strike zone, the lowering of the mound, and the softening of the...
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