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contract workers, and 10,055, or 28.1 per cent, were paid by the
shift. Of the underground workers 93.5 per cent were
pieceworkers, and of the surface workers 69.3 per cent were
paid by the shift, the pieceworkers predominating below and
the time workers above ground. The hours of labor of
underground mine workers are regulated by the law of June
21, 1884, which provides that the duration of the shift shall not
exceed 12 hours, while the actual working time shall not exceed
10 hours. In this coal-mine district it was found that of the 38
mines investigated, the length of the shift worked by each
individual worker was 8 hours in 2 mines, including the time for
descending, but exclusive of that required for ascending, the
shifts beginning at 6 a. m., 2 p. m., and 10 p. m. In 4 mines the
regular...
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