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BoethiusWith an English translation by H.F. StewartAnicius Manlius Severinus BoEthius, commonly called
Boethius; ¢ 480-524 AD), was a philosopher of the early 6th century. He was born in Rome to the ancient and
prominent Anicia family, which included emperors Petronius Maximus and Olybrius and many consuls. His
father, Flavius Manlius Boethius, was consul in 487 after Odoacer deposed the last Roman Emperor. Boethius
himself entered public life at a young age and was already a senator by the age of 25. He was consul in 510 in
the kingdom of the Ostrogoths. In 522 he saw his two sons become consuls. Boethius was imprisoned and
eventually executed by King Theodoric the Great, who suspected him of conspiring with the Byzantine Empire.
While jailed, Boethius composed his Consolation of Philosophy, a philosophical treatise on fortune, death, and
other issues. The Consolation became one of the most popular and influential works of the Middle Ages.The
Consolation of Philosophy was written during a one-year imprisonment Boethius served while awaiting trial -
and eventual horrific execution - for the crime of treason under the Ostrogothic King Theodoric the Great.
Boethius was at the very heights of power in Rome and was brought down by treachery. This experience
inspired the text, which reflects on how evil can exist in a world governed by God (the problem of theodicy), and
how happiness can be attainable amidst fickle fortune, while also considering the nature of happiness and God.
It has been described as by far the most interesting example of prison literature the world has ever seen. Even
though reference is often made to God, the...
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